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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, ELAB, TD 

SUBJECT: GOTT STATEMENT SHEDS LITTLE LIGHT ON BWIA'S FUTURE 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 683 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . FOLLOWING CABINET MEETING MARCH 2, A GOTT STATEMENT WAS 
DELIVERED WHICH REFERRED ONLY TO TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AIR 
SERVICES (TTAS), THE AIR LINK BETWEEN THE TWO ISLANDS, AND 
DID NOT RPT NOT CLARIFY GOVERNMENT’S INTENTIONS VIA-A-VIS 
BWIA AND ITS STRIKING PILOTS. BULK OF STATEMENT CONCERNED 
INTERIM MEASURES TO BEEF UP TTAS, SUCH AS SUPPLEMENTING 
THE TTAS FLEET WITH BWIA'S THREE DC-9S, AND HIRING PILOTS 
AND CREW FOR THOSE AIRCRAFT ON SHORT-TERM CONTRACTS. BWIA 
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PILOTS COULD BE SECONDED TO TTAS PENDING RECRUITMENT 
AND/OR TRAINING OF NEW PILOTS. CABINET ALSO INSTRUCTED 
SPOKESMAN (PADMORE, MINISTER IN MINFIN) CATEGORICALLY 
TO REFUTE ALLEGED RUMOR THAT PILOTS ON FOREIGN AIR- 
LINES WOULD START BOYCOTT OF T&T ON MARCH 6, A 
CURIOUS TWIST SINCE NEITHER THE MEDIA NOR ANY OF 
EMBASSY'S SOURCES HAS REFERRED TO SUCH SPECIFIC 
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ACTION. 

2. PADMORE ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT GOVERNMENT IS TAKING 
STEPS TO DECLARE AIR SERVICES AN "ESSDUTIAL SERVICE" 

IN THE MEANING OF THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT. AN 
OMISSION WHICH HAS CLOUDED SOME OF LEGAL ASPECTS OF 
THIS DISPUTE. IT IS NOT LIKELY. HOWEVER, THAT THIS 
ACTION WOULD HAVE ANY IMPACT ON COURT CASE ALREADY 
IN PROCESS. 

3. COMMENT. GOTT STATEMENT DID NOTHING TO CLARIFY 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION OR INTENTIONS IN BWIA INDUSTRIAL 
DISPUTE, WHICH HAS DOMINATED MEDIA AND PUBLIC ATTENTION 
FOR PAST MONTH. THE STATEMENT. WHICH GIVES EVERY 
APPEARANCE OF BEING VINTAGE ERIC WILLIAMS, MAY BE 
INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN IMPRESSION THAT GOTT WILL 

NOT BE INTIMIDATED BY PILOTS, AND SEEMS DESIGNED TO 
PUT ADDITIONAL PRESSURE ON ALPA TO KNUCKLE UNDER, 

AND, AT THE SAME TIME, TO TRY TO SPLIT ALPA BY 
LURING SOME PILOTS INTO FLYING FOR TTAS. FAILURE 
TO MENTION BWIA WAS REPORTEDLY DUE TO FACT THAT 
GOVERNMENT IS AVOIDING COMMENT ON CASE BEFORE THE 
INDUSTRIAL COURT. 

4. SECGEN OF T&T LABOR CONGRESS (CARL TULL), WHO 
HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN MEDIATION EFFORTS BETWEEN BWIA 
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AND PILOTS, TOLD LABOFF MARCH 1 HE DID NOT EXPECT 
EARLY SETTLEMENT OF BWIA PILOTS'S STRIKE SINCE 
DISTANCE BETWEEN MINIMUM SOLUTIONS EACH SIDE COULD 
ACCEPT AT PRESENT WAS STILL GREAT. TULL CALLED 
STRIKE MOST DIFFICULT AND COMPLICATED ONE HE HAD EVER 
ENCOUNTERED HERE, AND WOULD NOT HAZARD A GUESS AS 
TO WHEN OR HOW IT MIGHT BE RESOLVED, ALTHOUGH HE 
DID NOT RPT NOT BELIEVE THE CURRENT RUMORS THAT 
BWIA WOULD GO INTO LIQUIDATION. 

YOHN 
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